
November 9, 2010 

Call to order 7:03 

Treasurer's report:  Tessa mentioned she had many book fair deposits for October.  Money was paid 
out for the Halloween party at the Linwood Senior Center.  There are 13 paid members.  There are 
also reimbursements for the conference meals. 

Carrie motioned to approve the treasurer's report.  Chris seconded this motion.  Motion carried. 

Reports on standing committees: 

Book Fair:  We were up this year for the book fair by more than $2100!  Our total sales were 
$9261.42!  The fair ran very smoothly and was well received.  There was much enthusiasm about the 
fair being in the Media Center.  We received a great deal of support from Laura Mittelbrun, as this put 
her workplace in a bit of disarray.  Scholastic was thrilled with the outcome of the fair, especially since 
in past years the fair has been seeing a decline in sales.  We will determine what to do with the extra 
money earned and will announce that once it is decided.  The children will hopefully receive their free 
book before Christmas break this year.  The dollar amount for the books was raised a little bit, so the 
kids are getting books they really want. 

Linwood Shirts:  230 shirts ordered and delivered.  A little money ($127) was made.  This is not the 
intention of the shirt and sweatshirt program.  Mainly it is to increase school spirit. 

Turkey Bingo:  Tami said that Michelle was handling the volunteers this year and it looked like they 
were getting a lot of donations.  Tami is picking up tables from the town hall.  There will be no pizza 
this year, but many other items like hot dogs and pickles on a stick.  Mr. Martin and Deputy Chris will 
call bingo. 

Parents Night out is 12/10.  It will run longer than last year, 5-9pm.  It is for current Linwood students. 

Polar Plunge:  More teachers seem interested in participating than last year.  The teachers were 
discussing that the proceeds could go to technology.  We will be discussing that in more detail as it 
gets closer. 

Changing the date of the school dance.  We will keep everyone posted once new dates are reserved.  
Discussion was to change it to 4/29. 

Levy outcome:  Bill Bresin stated that the levy failed by a 2 to 1 vote.  It was hard to get people to 
listen to the school district's message.  Next year we will have to extend the levy.  Budget cuts for 
next year are likely to be people, as they represent the most cost.  Bill has been on the board for the 
last 18 years and 12 of those years there have been cuts.  Bill thanked the PTA for its support in getting 
the word out.  He said that we have gotten 60-70 students from North Branch as a result of them going 
to a four day school week.  Bill's personal opinion is that we would not look at closing a school; this 
would be a last resort.  The timeline is 3/11-4/11 to notify teachers about layoffs.  We came out even 
with students this year, last year and in years past we have lost students, many who end up in the Lino 
Lakes school district.  Bill said that by June 2011 they will have a good idea of what the district will be 
asking for next fall.  The board was disappointed by the results of the levy, as the survey that was done 
was very positive.  The mood by this fall had changed, however.  The district must be aware of the 
downsides to eliminating things like band, for instance.  In some cases the money gained by 
eliminating a program is offset by the amount of students that would leave the district.  A question 



was asked about the bond.  The parents felt that the information on the bond was very limited.  He 
wanted to know if it can be constructed differently next time, so more information was available.  Bill 
said they will try.  There are no grants available for school districts at the state level.  There is a 
formula and it does not allow us to levy without voter approval.  We have to vote on bonds as well, 
some safety and health concerns we can get money for, but it is very hard.  Mr. Martin mentioned that 
we will hear preliminary decisions by 12/10.  This year instructional supplies were cut by 50%.  
Linwood has always protected K-2 and their class sizes.  Each year the school district needs to teach 
with less.  There will be meetings for input from the public for ideas on how to better operate.   

Principal's Report:  Mr. Martin thanked the chair people for the book fair and commended them on the 
success.  He mentioned that at a recent meeting discussions were made about field trips and how 
maybe those should be eliminated so that folks could save that money and pay taxes for the school levy.  
A comment was made that perhaps the PTA should stop funding part of the busing on these field trips 
and that the money currently used for this could be better used somewhere else, perhaps in the 
classroom.  A comment was made that field trips are a great way of learning in a different way and that 
this parent would hate to see this cut out of the school curriculum.  Mr. Martin said he was looking 
forward to the 5th grade concert on 11/23, and that the Thanksgiving holiday is the 25-28.  The Holiday 
break is 12/23-1/03.  He said the conference meals were fabulous and that the staff really enjoys the 
food being right at school.  At the PTA meeting on 2/08/11, Jennifer Tolzman will provide us with some 
information on the immersion program.  Safe bus strategy is going well, as a result our school has very 
little discipline problems. 

Tami mentioned that the school nurse could use some extra sweatpants for those kids who need new 
pants throughout the day. 

KLWD was mentioned.  A parent wanted to know why volunteer hours could not be used to start doing 
this program at school again.  Many of the older students wait until they get to be in 5th and 6th grade 
so they can participate.  No one seemed aware of the fact that this was not going to happen because 
of cuts, until the school year started.  Mr. Martin said that he was not comfortable filling paid 
instructional hours with volunteer time.  He expressed a desire to have the "pain" felt by Linwood 
community so that people would recognize that the school does not run the same way with fewer 
teachers.   

The meeting was adjourned at 8:26.  Those in attendance: Michelle Steele, Monica and Chris Wert, Bill 
Bresin, Mr. Martin, Carrie Luedtke, Shari Nelson, Brad Dixon, Tami Halliday, Tessa Abrahamson, Jody 
Berg and Molly Schoessow. 

 


